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Dear Supervisors and Council Members, 
 The first quarter of 2020 was as busy as ever for Eastern 
Berks Fire as we responded to 96 incidents.  
 Normally we would be reporting on the success of having 
placed into service our new-to-us Rescue Engine, and the incredible 
upgrade it has meant for the department. 
 We would have spent time reporting on the intense house 
fire in Bally in February which saw EBFD and mutual aid companies doing a great attack in 
difficult circumstances.  
 We would describe how the brush fire season began a month earlier than usual, and our 
response to ten alarms for these fields and woods in the first three month of the year.  
 We would report on working structure fires throughout the region; as well as vehicle 
crashes, some with entrapment, and six others involving poles hit and wires down.  

 However, it has been the COVID19 virus 
which has caused major changes in our 

world, as well as our fire department. The report of the quarantine of twenty-two fire and EMS 
personnel in Upper Merion, Montgomery County caused every agency to recalculate their 
practices.  
 While training and meetings have gone virtual, social distancing in apparatus and on 
scenes is a challenge. We’ve had to rethink and modify responses to every type of call to which 
we are dispatched. We’ve had to assemble decontamination kits, set up protocols for distancing 
at scenes, and close our stations to all but members.  
 We have restricted the response of some older and at-risk personnel and put into place 
policies to protect ourselves, as well as the public.  We have also extended an offer to the 
public to assist in any way we can. 
 You will still receive the professional grade fire and rescue service you have come to 
expect from our department, but we, like the world around, are forced to adapt. 
 Our funding is taking a major hit as well. Income from Grandview Speedway, Boot 
Drives at Jakes, Chicken BBQ’s and Pool Fills are all at risk. We ponder if other municipal-ities 
can follow the lead of Bechtelsville, by guaranteeing us an income stream through a fire tax.  
 The number of incidents per municipality follows: Washington-37; District-14; Bally-13; 
Pike-6; Bechtelsville-2; Earl-9; Boyertown- 3; Colebrookdale-2; Hereford-4; Douglas (Berks)-2; 
Amity-2; and one each in: Douglass (Montg) and Pennsburg. 
 If you have any questions about service in your municipality from the fire department, 
Fire Chief Mike Mutter is able and willing to assist. 
 
Yours, 

Paul E. Bartlett 
Paul E. Bartlett, Public Information Officer 


