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Dear Supervisors and Council Members, 
 We thank you for your support as we conclude a 
difficult year for all of us. COVID 19 is a name we will 
remember for a long time. The impact of this virus was felt by 
emergency services throughout the nation, including Eastern 
Berks Fire. Even as safety procedures were tightened, 
members were still exposed, infected, or quarantined. Masks 
were no longer just for smoke conditions. Many activities were 
curtailed, including fundraising. 
 During 2020, we responded to 442 incidents – a record 
for us. Yes, many were fires in structures, vehicles and brush, 
but 142 of them were requests to assist local medics for 
cardiac arrests, lifting assistance, providing initial patient care, 
and more - many COVID related. In addition to fires and medical assists, we responded to 
Vehicle Accidents; Water and Ice Emergencies; Structural Collapses; Oil Spills; Hazardous 
Materials Incidents; Gas Leaks; Wires Down; Trees Blocking Roads, Helicopter Landings; Special 
Service Requests; Assisting Fire Marshal Investigations; Fire Alarms; Carbon Monoxide Alarms; 
Traffic Control; and Missing Persons Searches. 
 When the remnant of Hurricane Isaias dropped more than 6 inches of rain in a few 
hours in August, we answered 36 calls in one day, as well as suffering major damage to our 
Bechtelsville station when flood water ran through the building. A day later we spend most of 
the night battling a two-alarm fire. 

We trained to maintain proficiency in firefighting, 
rescue, hazardous materials, CPR, helicopter safety, 
and other emergencies. We spent addition hours in 
community education, and raising much of the 
funding to provide these services to the community. 
Because some avenues for funding were eliminated 
by COVID mandates during 2020, we were forced to 
add an additional chicken barbeque. We provided 
more than two dozen spirit-boosting “birthday 
parades” during the shutdown, while also hosting 3 
community blood drives. We also provide fire and 
rescue services for Grandview Speedway, an activity 
not included in the call totals.  

We placed Rescue 97 into service in January of 2020.  This used 2015 rescue-pumper 
has been a welcome replacement for our aging 1986/2006 rescue truck. Also last year we used 
investment funds from our Fire Relief account, saved since our merger in 2011, to purchase 
another used vehicle. This Quick Response Vehicle carries Personal Protective Equipment for 
medical calls, as well as initial size-up for fires, accidents and hazardous materials events to 
relieve officers’ vehicles from wear and tear, damage, and viral contamination. 
 



 The number of 2020 incidents per municipality was:  
Washington  183 Colebrookdale 24 

Bally 61 Hereford 5  
Bechtelsville 30 Douglass-Montg 13 

District 51 Douglass-Berks 4 
Pike  20 Upper Hanover 2 
Earl 23 Other 7 

Boyertown 19 Total 442 
    

 Officers of the Eastern Berks Fire Department for 2021 are: 
  
Position Name 
Chief 97 Mike Mutter 
Deputy 97 Chris Schaeffer 
 
Asst. 97 Scott Reitnauer 
Asst. 97-1 Matt Bakes 
Asst. 97-2 John Mutter 
 
Engine Capt 97  Jayme Benfield 
Rescue Capt 97-1  Todd Soffa 
Engine Capt 97-2  Joshua Schmale 
 
Lieut. 97 (Apparatus)  Warren Bechtel 
Lieut. 97-1 (Equipment) Jeremy Wozniak 
Lieut. 97-2 (EMS) Sage Mutter 

Position Name 
FP Capt. 97 Harry Simpson 
FP Lieut. 97 Phillip Rohrbach 
FP Sgt. 97 Adrienne Simpson 
  
President           Scott Reitnauer 
Vice President     John Mutter 
Treasurer            Ronald Kehl 
Secretary             Sage Mutter 
 
Relief Assoc. President  Mike Mutter 
Relief Vice President       Warren Becthel 
Relief Treasurer            Paul Bartlett 
Relief Secretary            Adrienne Simpson

 
 EBFD operates out of three stations with the following apparatus at each station: 
    Barto (Headquarters): Brush 97-2, Traffic 97, Fire Police Trailer 
    Bechtelsville:           Engine 97, Attack 97, Tanker 97, Brush 97, Car 97 
    Bally:         Engine 97-1, Tanker 97-1, Rescue 97, Utility 97, Brush 97-1 
 
 
Land and Building Needs continue to be critical. We are diligently searching for land to 
consolidate the woefully inadequate stations in Barto and Bechtelsville. The flooding at 
Bechtelsville reiterated the need to secure land and build a modern and safe facility to house 
that area’s emergency response equipment. 

Funding is perhaps the most critical long term need for the 
department. In order to provide the services needed to protect 
the residents, business and visitors to these five municipalities, 
a constant, reliable source of funding which does not rely on 
chicken barbecues, raffles, boot drives and t-shirt sales is 
critical. We don’t ask our road crews to hold fund raisers for 
new dump trucks, why should we ask that of our firefighters 
who are already volunteering their time to train, maintain and 
respond? Bechtelsville has led the way with a dedicated fire tax 

to fund this essential emergency service.  
 Thank you for your assistance in helping us through this trying year. If you have any 
questions about service in your municipality from the fire department, either Fire Chief Mike 
Mutter or President Scott Reitnauer, would be able and willing to assist. 
Yours, 
Paul E. Bartlett, Public Information Officer 


